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Tuesday, January 18, 2022 

Meeting Report 
 

Attendance:   J. Cepeda-Freytiz, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz (electronically)   
 
Others Attending:  M. Smith, B. Rivera, I. Litvinov, (electronically) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:01pm by Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz. 
 
I. Interviews 

• Craig Breneiser – Reappointment to Fire Civil Service Board 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz greeted Mr. Breneiser and questioned his interests in serving another 
term on this Board.  Mr. Breneiser stated that he has served two terms on this Board although his 
interest in public safety goes back approximately 45 years when he started in the Berks County 
911 Center and continued with emergency services consulting.  He stated that his wife also was a 
major part of his deciding to serve on this Board. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what some of the challenges are with the Fire Civil Service 
Board.  Mr. Breneiser opined that there are really no challenges and the Board’s work is clear and 
concise; however, he stated that Council is posed the challenge of recruiting members.  Ms. 
Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if he knew of anyone interested in his group of contacts.  He 
stated that he understands the difficulty of filling positions as he has also tried to find qualified 
candidates willing to serve and has been unsuccessful.  He stated that individuals he has sought 
out show a temporary interest but then do not ultimately commit.  He stated that it has become 
very difficult filling any public safety positions lately but he will continue with his efforts and 
will apprise Council on possible candidates should he come across one.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz thanked Mr. Breneiser for his continued service on this Board and she stated 
that she will go through her own contacts to see if she can come up with someone who is willing 
to serve on this Board to assist.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked him for his interest in serving another term and stated that 
Ms. Smith would be in contact with him regarding the reappointment process. 
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The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Craig 
Breneiser to the Fire Civil Service Board 
 

• Sarah Crothers – Appointment to the Environmental Advisory 
Council (EAC) 

Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz greeted Ms. Crothers and asked her to give a brief background on 
herself and why she is interested in serving on this Board.  Ms. Crothers stated that she is a 
graduate of Albright College where she earned degrees in Environmental Studies and Spanish.  
She has been living in the City of Reading since graduating and has purchased a home in the City 
as well.  She stated that she is currently employed as the Education Director at Schuylkill River 
Greenways which is a non-profit organization.  She stated that she had heard of this Board 
through a friend and decided to apply.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned what Ms. Crothers understanding of what the EAC does.  
Ms. Crothers stated that as she has never worked on a Board similar to this, she believes its 
function is to gather resources through its members that will aide in improving our environment 
as it pertains to the City and outskirts thereof.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what Ms. Crothers is hoping to learn or accomplish in her first 
few meetings with the EAC.  Ms. Crothers stated that she would like to become acquainted with 
the Board members and how they have been contributing to EAC in what types of expertise they 
bring to the table to better understand its function.  She stated that she would like to assist the 
group with whatever skills and abilities she has as it pertains to EAC issues.  She stated that she 
has an extensive research background and has served on several non-profit boards helping to 
devise and implement plans and/or initiatives.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that in reviewing Ms. Crothers application, she noticed that she 
mentioned assisting the City in becoming “greener”.  She questioned Ms. Crothers what she 
meant by that and how she would like to put that into practice.  Ms. Crothers stated that she is an 
advocate for plants and feels they are easy to implement without too much effort.  She would like 
to see plastic bags eliminated at some point.  She stated that she would like to improve on spaces 
that are not being utilized such as abandoned properties and create community projects that help 
to beautify the City and promote healthy living.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz commended Ms. Crothers on her thoughts on the plastic bag issue as 
she too believes that they are unhealthy for our environment.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned if she would have any issues attending meetings.  Ms. 
Smith explained that she is a liaison to the EAC and she went over when they meet and that they 
are currently meeting virtually.  She also explained that she will be disseminating all 
correspondence to board members as needed.  Ms. Crothers stated she would be available for 
meetings.  
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz and Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz thanked Ms. Crothers for her interest in 
serving on the EAC and stated that Ms. Smith will be in contact regarding the appointment 
process. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the appointment of Sarah 
Crothers to the Environmental Advisory Council 
 

• Robert Conklin – Reappointment to the Planning Commission 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Mr. Conklin for his service to date.  She questioned if he was 
aware that the City expanded the number of members on the Planning Commission to seven 
from five.  Mr. Conklin responded affirmatively.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that with his extensive contribution to the Planning 
Commission, he could expand on what has been working effectively and what could use 
improving.  Mr. Conklin stated that bringing Alvernia in has greatly improved the desire for 
developers to partake in the City.  He stated that the Planning Commission is involved in help 
guide development.  He also mentioned the train component will aide in the betterment of the 
City and how master planners have these elements in motion.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned why he is interested in serving another term.  Mr. Conklin 
stated that his participation is very rewarding and as an architect, he has a greater interest in the 
planning of all that goes into the City.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz commented on how many 
developers are looking to create more residential space and questioned how that will play out.  
Mr. Conklin stated that he is of the opinion that once more residential space in filled, then the 
commercial portion will greatly come in as it will be needed and residents will not want to leave 
the City in order to obtain services.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz thanked Mr. Conklin for his service.  She questioned what his thoughts were 
regarding the recent ordinance increasing the number of members to this Commission.  Mr. 
Conklin stated that he feels this will greatly assist the Planning Commission as there have been 
many changes with Zoning and though this will likely increase the length of meetings, it is a 
positive change for the better.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what areas need improving as they relate to zoning and planning.  
Mr. Conklin stated that updating ordinances which has commenced and just the continuation of 
implementing measures that will aide in the Planning Commission’s work.  He stated that there 
are many factors outside the Planning Commission that have to be refined before arriving at the 
Planning Commission and that is where the most improvement is needed.  Ms. Goodman-
Hinnershitz concurred with Mr. Conklin’s statement and acknowledges that this is a 
collaborative effort.   
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz thanked Mr. Conklin as did Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz for his interest in 
continuing to serve on this Board.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that Ms. Smith will contact 
him regarding the reappointment process. 
 
The Nominations and Appointments Committee recommends the reappointment of Robert 
Conklin to the Planning Commission. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz commented on the need to come up with better ways to recruit more 
members to Boards, Authorities and Commissions.  Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz concurred. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:31pm 
 
           Respectfully Submitted, 

Bea Rivera, Legislative Aide 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


