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SUMMARY 
April 11, 2022 

5:00 P.M. 
Hybrid Meeting 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: 
D. Reed, J. Cepeda-Freytiz, M. Goodman-Hinnershitz, M. Ventura, C. Daubert (in person), W. 
Butler (virtually) 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
L. Kelleher, N. Matz, J. Miravich, M. Gombar, J. Kelly, F. Lachat, W. Stoudt (in person), S. 
Smith, L. Lloyd, C. Crespo, D. Martinez, K. Zeiber, F. Denbowski, R. Tornielli, M. 
Oppenheimer and a  representative from BCTV (virtually) 
 
The meeting was called to order at 5:03 pm by Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz.  She announced that the 
WWTP IMA’s would be discussed first. 
 
I. WWTP IMA’S – 3 of 12 Negotiated 
 
Mr. Lachat noted the need for this discussion to be held in executive session. 
 
The five members of Council, Ms. Kelleher, Mr. Gombar, Mr. Lachat, and Mr. Miravich left 
Chambers; Mr. Denbowski disconnected from the meeting and they entered executive session 
at 5:05 pm.  Mr. Butler joined the executive session by phone. 
 
Ms. Lynch from the Reading Eagle connected during the executive session. 
 
Council returned to Chambers at the conclusion of the executive session at 5:38 pm.   
 
Mr. Miravich left the meeting at this time.  Mr. Butler and Mr. Denbowski connected to the 
meeting at this time.  Ms. Rodriguez joined the meeting. 
 
 
 

 

COMMITTEE of the WHOLE 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
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II. Berks Nature Land Donation 
Mr. Lloyd stated that Mr. Grim contacted Berks Nature about his property on Hessian Blvd 
and his interest in donating it to the City.  Mr. Lloyd stated that he then contacted Ms. 
Goodman-Hinnershitz since the property is in her District.  He stated that he also spoke with 
Mr. Zeiber. 
 
Mr. Lloyd expressed the belief that this property will make a good addition to Mineral Spring 
Park and will act as a good buffer to residential areas around the park.  He stated that this 
donation was also discussed with Mr. Denbowski. 
 
Mr. Lloyd explained that the parcel on New Holland Rd is owned by the City and is located 
adjacent to Angelica Park and was a part of the ice dam operations in the past.  He stated that 
it is in the floodplain and is near the wetlands.  He stated that Berks Nature manages these 
parcels and expressed the belief that it would be good for Berks Nature to own this specific 
parcel.  He stated that the parcel is part of the Angelica Creek watershed and that Berks 
Nature is willing to pay the costs of the transfer, deed, and deed registry.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz expressed the belief that the proper process was followed.  She 
stated that Mr. Grim did contact her and she referred him to the City.  She stated that this is an 
undeveloped steep slope area.  She stated that the parcel on New Holland Rd is next to Berks 
Nature.  She thanked Berks Nature for controlling their properties, including those on 
Neversink Mountain. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that she is glad to see that an alternate use of the property was found. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that the ordinance authorizing the land transfers is on this 
evening’s agenda for action. 
 
Mr. Denbowski expressed the belief that this is a strategic move.  He stated that Berks Nature 
would like to improve stewardship of the land around Angelica.  He stated that the Park is 
approximately 12 acres and that there were problems with illegal dumping there in the past.  
He stated that the Grim property is adjacent to Mineral Spring Park and noted the need to 
have as much area around the park as possible.  He stated that this is a win-win for the City.  
He noted the need for the City to shed as much land outside City limits as possible in a 
responsible manner. 
 
Mr. Lloyd disconnected from the meeting at this time. 
 
III. Reading Parking Authority 
 

• Parking Stall Pilot Program 
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Mr. Matz stated that the Mayor proposed this program due to resident complaints about 
people taking up two parking spaces to hold enough space for another vehicle when their 
loved one returns home.  He stated that the Parking Authority (RPA) hired McCarthy 
Engineering to study parking in a 31 block area.  He stated that installing stall lines in these 31 
blocks will increase the number of parking spaces by 107 spaces – from 980 to 1,087. 
 
Mr. Matz noted current inconsistencies noting that some blocks have a 75 foot yellow curb for 
a fire hydrant instead of the normal 35 feet.  He stated that in some blocks, people have 
painted their own yellow curbs.  He stated that there will not be space between the stall lines 
and will be a consistent space size. 
 
Ms. Ventura questioned when the pilot program would begin.  Mr. Matz stated that the pilot 
program will begin on July 1, 2022 and run for a 90 day period.  He stated that preparations 
have already begun. 
 
Mr. Daubert questioned the size of each space.  Mr. Matz stated that the spaces will be 8’ by 
20’. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that there are some streets that already contain stall lines in her District.  Mr. 
Denbowski stated that some were done when the streets were repaved but not consistently.  
He stated that the RPA chose areas where additional parking is most needed – in highly dense 
neighborhoods.  He stated that no spaces will be lost and that many residents have suggested 
stall lines.   
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that RPA is willing to assist.  He stated that RPA paid the engineering 
and study costs and will pay the costs for the pilot program supplies.  He noted his hope that 
stall lines will assist with parking congestion.  He stated that the results of the pilot program 
will determine if the program moves to City-wide. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that she supports the pilot program.  She agreed that people 
have painted yellow curbs where they don’t belong and that some of these areas may need to 
have the yellow painted over to remove them.  She noted her concern that people don’t know 
how to parallel park and won’t be able to park in the spaces.  She stated that she is unsure if 
some drivers are licensed and expressed the belief that more cars will be hit by drivers who 
cannot park. 
 
Ms. Lynch disconnected from the meeting at this time. 
 
Ms. Ventura expressed the belief that when using stall lines in other municipalities it seems 
that there is more space to park since cars are spaced correctly. 
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned the cost of the pilot program.  Mr. Matz stated that it cost over 
$20,000 so far.  He stated that paint has not yet been purchased.  He stated that he will provide 
the full cost once it is known. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz noted the need to understand the costs if the City will be installing stall 
lines City-wide.  She questioned how residents of these 31 blocks will be notified about the 
program.  Mr. Matz stated that information will be posted on Facebook, on the RPA website, 
flyer distribution, and press releases.  He stated that 31 blocks is a large area. 
 

• Review of Parking Fine Amounts 
 
Mr. Matz stated that the fine amounts were updated by Council in January 2021 and that this 
was the first increase since 2010.  He stated that twelve of the fines are egregious public safety 
issues and that this is where the RPA has been focusing.  He stated that these twelve violations 
have the same fine amount and are severe public safety issues. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if all yellow curbs measure the same distance from the 
intersection.  Mr. Matz stated that they do not.  He stated that inconsistencies have been noted.  
He stated that RPA has been focusing enforcement on the twelve public safety violations and 
not on yellow curbs or intersection violations. 
 
Ms. Ventura questioned why this review was occurring.  Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that it was 
requested by Mr. Waltman.  She stated that there have also been complaints about the 
amounts of the fines.  Mr. Matz stated that had the fines been updated regularly, they would 
have increased 2% annually rather than the one large increase in January. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz requested confirmation that Mr. Matz indicated that RPA is only enforcing 
the twelve public safety violations and not yellow curbs or intersections.  Mr. Matz confirmed 
and stated that there is not time to enforce the other violations. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz noted the need for consistency and to enforce all violations to change 
residents’ behaviors. 
 
Ms. Reed expressed the belief that parking in front of a fire hydrant is very egregious and 
disrespectful.  She expressed the belief that this parking violation should have a $200 fine.  She 
stated that there is no excuse to park and block a fire hydrant. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz concurred with Ms. Reed.  She stated that every second counts 
when responding to a fire.  She stated that vehicles are regularly parked at fire hydrants.  She 
questioned how often a violation can be issued on the same vehicle for the same infraction.  
Mr. Matz stated that one citation can be issued every 24 hours except at parking meters. 
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Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that residents may be surprised when large fines arrive by 
mail.  Mr. Matz stated that only street sweeping and double parking are currently being 
enforced with the paperless system. 
 
Ms. Reed stated that she will be introducing an ordinance to increase the fine amount for 
parking at a fire hydrant to $200.  She stated that lives are put at risk.   
 
Mr. Gombar stated that each fine can be addressed individually as necessary. 
 
Mr. Matz stated that people often say they will move their vehicle when they hear the sirens.  
He stated that some residents believe parking at fire hydrants should be legal.  He stated that 
RPA is teaming up with the Fire Department to produce public safety announcements about 
parking at fire hydrants.  He stated that there are also times when fire apparatus cannot gain 
access to a street because of the way cars are parked at the intersection.  He agreed that there is 
a lack of respect and that homes and lives can be lost. 
 

• Zoning Changes for Public Parking Lots 
 
Mr. Lachat stated that the requested changes are being reviewed by CD staff and consultants 
to ensure there are no conflicts with other Zoning sections. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that Planning, Public Works and Police are reviewing the request.  He 
noted the need for consistency within the Zoning Ordinance and also throughout the Code of 
Ordinances.  He stated that the zoning changes will be presented to Council after they have 
been reviewed by the City and County Planning Commissions. 
 
Mr. Lachat stated that a public hearing will also be needed. 
 

• Amendment to Code Chapter 576 Section 800 Impounding & Booting of Vehicles 
 
Mr. Matz stated that this section needs to be updated to remove references to Magisterial 
District Justices and the former criminal enforcement system.  He stated that the process is 
now managed by RPA and not the MDJs.  He stated that there are no other substantive 
changes proposed. 
 
Mr. Butler joined the meeting in person at this time. 
 

• Former East Reading Pool site 
 
Mr. Matz stated that Mr. Waltman requested that this issue also be discussed.  He stated that 
both civil and structural engineers have looked at the site.  He stated that the 218 foot retaining 
wall needs a total redo that will cost approximately $500,000.  He stated that this site is located 
in a dense residential area and can add 63 off street parking spaces.  He stated that the total 
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cost of the project is approximately $750,000.  He stated that the City owns the site and RPA is 
willing to move the project forward. 
 
Mr. Denbowski stated that community input was provided to the Mayor and some good ideas 
were heard, including a community center and a recreation center.  He stated that this site is 
located close to Pendora Park and Neversink Playground.  He stated that the City acquired the 
property because of concerns about private development.  He stated that the City requested 
that RPA examine the site for parking. 
 
Mr. Denbowski expressed the belief that 63 parking spaces will significantly alleviate parking 
issues and the Administration believes that parking is the best use of the parcel.  He stated that 
RPA will keep the property in good condition and the Mayor strongly recommends off street 
parking. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that this site is literally behind her backyard.  She stated that 
she has spent much time talking to neighbors and there is equal balance of those who want to 
have a community space and those who understand the need for additional parking.  She 
expressed the belief that the cost to keep the site as a pool is too high and expressed the belief 
that additional parking is a win-win situation.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the need to improve the Neversink Playground to better 
utilize its use.  She suggested adding a community garden area.   
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that some people want to keep the pool as it was in the past 
but that this is not feasible. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if the parcel would be sold to RPA or be leased.  Mr. 
Denbowski stated that the general idea would be to sell the parcel to RPA with the City having 
the right of first refusal if it is sold in the future.  He stated that the future is always unknown 
but that selling the parcel is the better option to reduce the holdings of the City. 
 
Ms. Ventura questioned the number of spaces that would be installed.  Mr. Matz stated that it 
would be 63 spaces. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz questioned the cost of the spaces to residents.  Mr. Matz stated that 
all neighborhood lots are rented for $30 - $40 per space per month.  He stated that many lots 
have waiting lists. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the private parking lot at Fairview & S 15 ½ St now 
charges $60 per space per month. 
 
IV. Agenda Review 
Council reviewed this evening’s agenda including the following: 
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• Commendation recognizing Greek Independence Day  

 
Ms. Kelleher stated that no one will be attending the meeting.  Mr. Daubert stated that he will 
read the Commendation. 
 

• Commendation recognizing Anthony Orozco as Reading’s Poet Laureate 
 
Ms. Kelleher stated that Mr. Orozco will be attending the meeting.  She stated that she will be 
swearing in the Fire Department promotions. 
 

• Public Comment 
 
Ms. Kelleher stated that one citizen is registered on non-agenda matters. 
 

• Award of Contract for the City Hall Roof Replacement Phase 1 to Mid-State Roofing 
and Coating at the cost of $464,485.00 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that this is the cost of Phase 1 only.  He stated that the City Hall roof has 
needed repairs for a long time. 
 
Mr. Zeiber stated that Phase 1 addresses the oldest section of the roof on the Washington St 
side.  He stated that the roof has had many leaks for many years. 
 

• Award of Contract for the purchase of a 2017 STETCO Catch Basin Cleaner from Jack 
Doheny Co for the cost of $180,000 – this is a sole source purchase 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that this equipment is needed around parks to clean catch basins and 
stream banks.  He stated that it will reduce flooding during high rain events. 
 
Mr. Zeiber explained that the equipment includes a small crane on the side to reach down to 
30 feet to clean catch basins and remove debris along stream banks. 
 
Mr. Denbowski questioned if this equipment was owned by the City in the past and if it would 
improve employee safety.  Mr. Zeiber stated that the City did not own this type of equipment 
in the past but that they tested this equipment and it worked well.  He stated that it would 
improve employee safety. 
 
Mr. Daubert questioned if this was a budgeted item and if not where the funding would come 
from.  Ms. Kelleher stated that it is included in the 2022 Capital budget. 
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• Award of Contract for the purchase of a 2023 Ford E450 AEV Ambulance from Speclin 
Emergency Vehicle Sales & Services at the cost of $190,000 – Speclin is a COSTARS 
vendor 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that this will replace a current ambulance that has 130,000 miles.  He 
stated that this purchase is also included in the 2022 Capital budget.   
 
Mr. Kelly stated that it is part of the City’s annual vehicle purchase program. 
 

• Award of Contract for City Park improvements to Empire Services at the cost of 
$843,100 

 
Mr. Denbowski stated that this is a significant investment.  He stated that a spray pad will be 
added along with additional play equipment.  He stated that trees will be pruned and other 
items addressed.  He noted the need for children to have a safe environment.  He stated that 
walkways and flooding issues will also be addressed. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if this cost was to improve the play area only.  Mr. Denbowski 
stated that this is Phase 1 of the project.  He stated that a spray pad will be installed along with 
all ability play equipment.  He stated that landscaping issues near the play area will also be 
addressed. 
 
Mr. Kelly stated that this phase will be paid with CDBG funding and other phases through the 
Capital budget. 
 
Ms. Ventura questioned when the project would begin.  Mr. Denbowski stated that he will 
provide this information when Council hears their next update from CD.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what other areas would be addressed.  She noted her hope for 
ice skating in front of the bandshell. 
 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz noted her appreciation of Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz’s interest in City 
Park.  She stated that City Park is within her District and noted the many challenges at the 
bandshell.  She stated that there are issues with the wetland area and the rest rooms need to be 
addressed.  She stated that the greenhouse also needs attention.  She suggested holding a 
public meeting for community input about City Park before the 2023 budget season begins. 
 

• Resolution for the purchase of a 2022 Ford Transit prisoner transport van from 
Whitmoyer Ford at the cost of $80,375.00 – Whitmoyer is a COSTARS vendor 

 
Chief Tornielli stated that this would replace the current transport van and meets the expected 
cost.  He stated that no additional costs will be incurred as this transport van is already 
equipped as needed.   
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Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned the life span of this type of vehicle.  Chief Tornielli stated that 
they last between three and five years depending on their service hours and miles. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned what is done with vehicles that are replaced.  Mr. Zeiber stated 
that they are traded in or are kept as back-ups.  He stated that vehicles are auctioned off every 
few years. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned where the funding goes when the vehicles are auctioned.  Mr. 
Zeiber stated that it goes into the general fund. 
 

• Ordinance amending the 2022 Fund 43 City Facilities Construction Fund Budget by 
providing $400,000 for the sidewalk replacement program.   

 
Mr. Kelly stated that this will create the appropriation to implement the program and begin 
spending the funds.   
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if this is an additional $400,000 for the program.  Mr. Kelly 
stated that it is not. 
 

• Ordinance amending by eliminating City Code Chapter 23, Part 2 Penn Square 
Commission, Chapter 396 Parks, Part 2 Penn Square and the permitting process which 
is inconsistent with Chapter 576 and reserving Part 2 for future use 

 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that the need for this ordinance was explained at a previous 
meeting.   
 
Ms. Reed stated that this is housekeeping since the Penn Square Commission has not existed 
for many years. 
 

• Ordinance amending the 2022 General Agency Fund (31) to reflect the appropriation of 
funding in the amount of $152,500 for the Lead Hazard Control Program 

 
Mr. Kelly stated that this will create the appropriation to begin spending the funds. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if additional staff have been hired.  Mr. Denbowski stated that 
staff will be hired.  He stated that the positions were approved as part of the 2022 Position 
Ordinance.  He stated that these are AFSCME positions and will be part of Property 
Maintenance.  He stated that this is three positions and he noted his hope that they would be 
filled shortly. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz stated that the grant funding is only for a three year period.  Mr. 
Denbowski agreed.  He stated that the new hires will be notified of the time period of the 
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position and that future employment is at risk after the three years.  He stated that the City 
will examine the success of the program at the end of the grant period to determine if it will 
continue. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if other grants would be explored.  Mr. Denbowski stated that 
they would.  He stated that the Administration believes this will be a successful program.  He 
stated that there are aggressive goals.  He again stated that the program would be assessed at 
the end of the three period to explore its continuation. 
 

• Ordinance amending City Code Chapter 453 Part 3 Mobile Vendors making corrections 
and adding provisions for vendors at the Pagoda 

 
Ms. Goodman-Hinnershitz stated that vendors have been at the Pagoda over the years without 
the proper licenses and permissions.  She stated that when the Pagoda reopens it is hoped to 
have mobile vendors rather than the Pagoda Café.  She stated that the Foundation will select 
the vendors. 
 

• Ordinance amending City Code Chapter 23 Part 14 Code & License Appeals Board by 
adding Mobile Vendor Appeals to the powers of this Board 

 
Ms. Kelleher stated that this is related to the ordinance above.  She stated that the mobile 
vendor can appeal the Property Maintenance Manager’s determination with this Board. 
 

• Ordinance amending the Position Ordinance by eliminating two of the four fulltime 
Ambassadors leaving two at $20.87 per hour for a total of $41,600 per employee per 
year and adding six part-time positions at a rate of $15 per hour for 28 hours per week 
for a total of $21,840 per employee per year 

 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if there are job descriptions for these positions.  Mr. 
Denbowski stated that there are.   
 

• Resolution increasing the salary of the Fire Chief to $105,000 per annum payable in 
equal bi-monthly installments 

 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned if this increase was allocated in the 2022 budget.  Mr. 
Denbowski stated that it was not but that it is only a few thousand dollars. 
 
Ms. Cepeda-Freytiz questioned the justification for the increase.  Mr. Denbowski stated that it 
is necessary based on negotiations with applicants for the Fire Chief position.  He expressed 
the belief that this amount is appropriate for a municipality the size of Reading. 
 
Mr. Kelly stated that this is a $10,000 salary increase. 
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The meeting adjourned at 6:48 pm. 
 

Respectfully Submitted by 
Linda A. Kelleher, CMC, City Clerk 

 


