
City of Reading City Council 
Regular Meeting 
 March 28, 2022 

 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz called the meeting to order.  She thanked the 
Council President for giving her the opportunity to lead this meeting in celebration of 
Women’s History Month. 
 
The invocation was given by Andrea McHenry, Director of FREE. 
 
All present pledged to the flag. 
 
There were executive sessions after the March 21st COW regarding potential litigation and 
after the March 28th COW regarding potential litigation. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Council President Waltman 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2 
Councilor Ventura, District 3 
Councilor Butler, District 4 - virtually 
Councilor Reed, District 5 
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, District 6 
Council Solicitor M. Gombar 
City Auditor M. Rodriguez 
City Clerk L. Kelleher 
City Solicitor F. Lachat - virtually 
Acting managing director F. Denbowski 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
City Council issued a commendation recognizing Jamilah Kebbay for documenting her 
experience with the COVID-19 pandemic in a self-published book. Ms. Kebbay stated that 
her book is available for purchase from her mother, Noahleen Betts. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz stated that there are two (2) citizens registered to 
provide public comment on agenda matters. Councilor Reed read the public comment 
rules adopted by ordinance. 
 
Evelyn Morrison, of Church St., congratulated Ms. Kebbay for authoring a book about her 
pandemic experience.  She announced that April is poetry month and noted the April 23rd 
poetry reading at the Reading Public Library Main Branch. She stated that she has 



identified more victims who have health problems due to their exposure to mold at the 
Bookbindery property.  She asked Council to adopt a mold ordinance. She expressed the 
belief that the City forgave too many City loans to businesses for a variety of reasons 
including financial hardship.  She expressed the belief that J & A Court does not have 
financial hardship noting their recent application to the Zoning Board for a redevelopment 
project.  She also expressed the belief that the sale of the Bookbindery property by the 
Reading Redevelopment Authority to a sitting Redevelopment Authority Board member 
under the moniker of J & A Court LLC is a conflict of interest under the City’s Charter and 
Ethics Code. 
  
Barry Sawtell, Esq., Kozloff Stoudt., representing J & A Court LLC, stated that he is 
attending this meeting to discuss the settlement agreement for the Bookbindery property, 
to answer Council’s questions and to develop terms that J & A Court and City Council can 
agree to. However, he noted that the Council Solicitor informed him that Council intends 
to withdraw this ordinance at this meeting.  He asked Council to reconsider moving 
forward and avoid having this issue fall into the abyss. He stated that the last mortgage 
payment was made 25 years ago, noting that this places the mortgage in default making it 
uncollectible.  He stated that if there is a 20 year lapse in payments default occurs.  He 
expressed the belief that J & A Court is seeking resolution and hoping to avoid 
unnecessary expenses and that they are offering the City a significant amount of money 
that they are not required to pay.  He stated that they are looking for a fast turnaround.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA & MINUTES 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz called Council's attention to the agenda for this 
meeting, including the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading and the 
minutes from the March 14th Regular Meeting of Council, along with the summations of 
discussion from the March 14th and March 21st COW and the March 21st  Nominations 
meeting. She stated that Bill 17-2022 has been withdrawn and Bill No. 28-2022 has been 
withdrawn and replaced by a resolution listed in the Resolution section. There were no 
objections.  
 
The agenda for this meeting, as amended, including the Consent Agenda legislation the 
minutes from the March 14th Regular Meeting of Council, and the summations of 
discussion listed were approved by acclimation.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The Consent Agenda is designed to provide efficient approval of non-controversial legislation that does not 
require discussion/debate by giving approval via acclimation when the meeting agenda is approved.  The 
President of Council will call Council’s attention to the list of Consent Agenda legislation at the meeting 
before action is taken, which allows Council to remove a piece of legislation for separate consideration.   
	



A. Award of Contract – to	Simone	and	Collins	Inc.	Norristown	PA,	to	develop	an	Active	
Transportation	Plan	at	the	cost	of	$49,998.00	for	Public	Works.	The	plan	will	focus	on	
downtown	Reading	and	several	other	corridors	and	will	provide	suggestions	for	creating	a	
more	integrated	and	equitable	road	network	that	balances	local	livability	with	regional	
connectivity.  
	
B. Resolution 64-2022 – authorizing	the	solicitor	to	execute	and	submit	the	approval	of	
the	repository	bids	for	416	Gilson	Alley,	1409	Cotton	St.,	1027	Perry	St,	752	Schuylkill	Ave	
and	521	Maple	St 
 
C. Resolution 65-2022 – authorizing	the	mayor	sign	the	necessary	paperwork	to	
effectuate	the	receipt	of	payments	from	PennDOT	for	the	conveyances	of	temporary	
construction,	slope	and	drainage	easement	authorized	by	Bill	Number	101-2021	related to 
the Schuylkill Avenue Railroad Bridge Project	
 
D. Award of Contract –	to	The	Warko	Group,	Reading,	PA	at	the	submitted	price	of	
$668,200	to	upgrade	the	mechanicals	at	the	Reading	Public	Library 
	
E. Award of Contract –to	A.J.	Jurich,	Aston	PA.	at	the	submitted	price	of	$482,250.00	for	
the	removal	and	replacement	of	an	existing	section	of	storm	water	outfall	pipe	to	be	completed	
in	accordance	with	the	approved	Erosion	and	Sediment	Pollution	Control	Plan,	associated	
Permit	restrictions,	and	approved	Aids	to	Navigation	Plan	for	the	Schuylkill	River.		
	
E. Award of Contract –	to	Telco,	Inc.,	Reading	PA,	at	the	submitted	price	of	$258,447.00	
for	a	 traffic	signal	 improvement	project	 for	5	 intersections	 that	require	various	 traffic	signal	
items	to	be	installed,	replaced,	and/or	upgraded.  
	

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  
The acting managing director highlighted the report attached to the agenda. 
 
MAYOR:  

• Mayor Moran on behalf of the City of Reading is requesting the release of the National 
Opioid Settlement. The Nationwide Opioid Settlement agreement resolves litigation against 
pharmaceutical distributors McKesson, Cardinal Health, & AmerisourceBergen and 
manufacturer Janssen Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  Pennsylvania has elected to participate in these 
settlements and as a result, Pennsylvania Counties and Municipalities with a population of 
10,000 or more are eligible to participate in the settlements. The total allotment of funds 
received is dependent on the level of participation.   
 
Settlements require 85% of funds to be allocated to programs that will help address the 
ongoing opioid crisis through treatment, education, and prevention efforts. PA has already 
passed agreements that dictate how funds will be distributed between state and local 
governments, ensuring funds will effectively reach communities in the coming months.  
 



The settlement is the first of its kind to administer resources directly to the state and local 
levels, specifically for relief programs to help rebuild the devastation caused by the opioid 
epidemic. The settlement will distribute funds based on population adjusted for the 
proportionate share of the opioid epidemic impact. The share of the impact is calculated 
using detailed, and objective national data, including the amount of opioids shipped to the 
state, the number of opioid‐related deaths that occurred in the state and the number of people 
who suffer opioid use disorder in the state.   

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 
• The Community Development Department staff prepared the Consolidated Annual 

Performance and Evaluation Report (CAPER) for the period of January 1, 2021, through 
December 31, 2021, as required by HUD and was advertised in the Reading Eagle on March 
18th.  The CAPER is designed to provide information on how the City used its federal, state, 
and local funds for housing and community development program year. 

• The CD Department staff completed a Notice of Intent for the Lead Hazard Remediation 
program as required by HUD.  The scope of work was developed for competitive bidding.  
Once the Lead Hazard Remediation staffing is assembled, the bids will be advertised. 

• The Planning Commission approved the following projects during their regular business 
meeting:  

o Albright College’s Exeter Student Dormitory project.  Construction is set to begin in 
April, with an anticipated completion date of May 2023. 

o Berkshire Building project.  Selective restructuring/demolition has begun. This 
project will create 79 apartments for 150 international students.   

o Medical Arts Building. Received conditional preliminary plan approval.  
• The Community Development Department received authorization (Resolution 57-2022) to 

issue Habitat for Humanity the use of HUD funding for site improvements (sidewalk and 
curb) in front of eight residential units. Construction is anticipated to begin in early summer 
2022 with completion in late 2023. 

• The Community Development Department will submit a request to the US Department of  
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) by the end of March for the release of $3,750,000 
in Federal Lead-Based Paint Hazard Reduction grant funds, $400,000 in Healthy Homes 
Supplemental grant funds, and $450,000 in match funds.The Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Control Grant Program will address lead and other hazards in housing units located in the 
City of Reading. This grant will help in remediating lead and other hazards in homes owned 
or occupied by low-income families with children under six years of age, and/or homes with 
pregnant women.  The City proposes the remediation of 150 (estimated) housing units 
within the City. The average cost per unit will be approximately $15,000 for lead 
remediation. Expected work includes, but is not limited to abatement, interim controls or 
healthy homes activities. 

• The Community Development’s Property Maintenance Division provided thep following 
Quality of Life Report for February 2022.  Violations are broken down by City Council 
District:  

 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 Total 
QOL 001 Accumulation of Garbage 5 5 10 10 6 20 56 
QOL 002 Animal maintenance and waste 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
QOL 003 Improper disposal of Garbage 1 7 1 0 0 4 13 



Properties Passed 
Inspections

29%

Properties 
Failed 

Inspections
29%

Inspections 
cancelled

3%

Illegal 
rentals/N.O.Vs.

7%

Properties Re-
inspected 

(satisfactory)
21%

Cancelled 
Inspections

11%
Other
32%

QOL 004 Highweeds and grass 2 2 0 1 3 0 8 
QOL 006 Motor vehicles  0 2 2 5 0 1 10 
QOL 009 Outside placement of indoor 
furniture of appliances 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
QOL 013 Storage containers out of place  1 0 0 0 0 0 28 
QOL14 Storing or discarding appliances 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total QOLs 8 17 14 16 9 26 118         
 

• The Community Development’s Property Maintenance Division provided the following 
Inspection Summary for February 2022:  

February Summary 
Properties Passed Inspections 194 
Properties Failed Inspections 193 
Inspections cancelled 22 
Illegal rentals/N.O.Vs. 47 
Properties Re-inspected (satisfactory) 139 
Cancelled Inspections 78 

                  
 

           Properties Inspection –  Two Week Summary (ending March 18, 2022) 
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Community Development’s Zoning Division provided the following report on Planning and 
Zoning activites: 

  10-Mar 18-Mar Total  
New permit applications rec'd City 5 13 18 
Pending intake 2 4 6 
Permit reviews completed  11 11 22 
Application returned incomplete 1 0 1 
Applications on hold/awaiting applicant 47 47 94 
Applications pending/in review 53 64 117 



Applications over 31 days 24 23 47 
New Zoning Complaints/Enforcements     0 
Open from 2021     0 
New Inquiries/research new received 18 21 39 
2022 Open inquiries 59 52 111 
2021 Open inquiries 232 280 512 
Site visits 10 0 10 
Phone Calls 51 54 105 
Walk-ins 86 97 183 
Zoning Hearings (ZHB) March 9       

 
• The Community Development provided the following report on City projects funded CDBG: 

 
DOWNTOWN: 
 

• The Downtown Coordinator worked with Public Works and other volunteers to plant yellow 
and blue flowers along Penn Street in support of Ukraine. 

• On March 14th, the Downtown Coordinator presented an overview of the downtown plan of 
action to Alvernia’s Cultural Coalition.  

• The Downtown Coordinator gave a tour of the downtown to the Leadership Berks group. 
• The Downtown Coordinator is working with Police Traffic on concerns regarding ingress 

and egress from those attending events in the City. 
• The Downtown Coordinator met with Berks Arts and the GRCA to discuss the potential for 

public art installments to occur.   

$1,164,202.50 

$76,807.13 

$-

$13,731.27 

$136,168.51 

$449,323.50 

$1,640,492.87 

$322,887.00 

$164,268.73 

$60,496.49 

$1,613,526.00 

$1,717,300.00 

$322,887.00 

$178,000.00 

$196,665.00 

ADA Curb Ramps

Parks and Plygrounds

McKnight & Spring Fire Station (Sch. &
River.)

Southwest Fire Station Ramp
Improvements

Schuylkill River Trail Improvements
Design Services

CITY PROJECTS FUNDED BY CDBG 

Used funds Allocated 2022 Total Allocation



• Presented at the Innovation Subcommittee Board Meeting to outline the Alvernia fellowship 
program which will support the City’s Block Steward program which is in the final planning 
stages.     

FINANCE:    
• The Finance Department’s staff continues to work on EnerGov and prepare for the future 

launch of the program. 
• The CSC’s continues to work with the Property Maintenance Division and the County 

Assessment to update ownership files in Hansen after problems were experienced with the 
January 2022 file. 

• The CSC’s mailed housing bills the week of March 14th.  As a result of the mailing, the CSC 
has seen an increase in phone calls related to housing.  

• The Finance Department’s CSC provided the following data related to phone calls recieved:  
REQUEST TYPE    REQUESTS    PERCENT 
Sewer backup     111     23.62% 
Property Maintenance 
Unpaid Fees Request   77    16.38% 
Needs Recycling Bin    36     7.66% 
Recycling Electronics    34     7.23% 
Yardwaste     24     5.11% 
Pothole or sunken utility cut   21     4.47% 
Trash Pick up     18     3.83% 
Property Inspections Scheduling  16     3.4% 
Trash Enforcement    14     2.98% 
Building and Trades Permits   13     2.77% 
Meet with the Mayor    8     1.7% 
Property Maintenance Issues   7     1.49% 
Graffiti vandalism removal   7     1.49% 
Zoning Inquiry     6     1.28% 
Tire Removal/Pick Up    6     1.28% 
Housing Permits    5     1.06% 
Unpermitted construction activity 4     0.85% 
Trash Education    4     0.85% 
Trash Cans Outside Too Long   4     0.85% 
Property Maintenance Fees   4     0.85% 
Handicap parking    4     0.85% 
Structure     3     0.64% 
Sewer Grates Catch Basins   3     0.64% 
Illegal Dumping    3     0.64% 
Tree Trimming Private Property  2     0.43% 
Street Sweeping    2     0.43% 
Street Sign Request    2     0.43% 
Recycling Pickup    2     0.43% 
Quality of Life Violations   2     0.43% 
Property Inspections    2     0.43% 
Parks general     2     0.43% 



Housing Inspection    2     0.43% 
Historic preservation assistance  2     0.43% 
Collections - Codes    2     0.43% 
Clean City Projects    2     0.43% 
Certificate of Transfer    2     0.43% 
Zoning Violation    1     0.21% 
Tree Trimming Public    1     0.21% 
Tree Questions Permits    1     0.21% 
Trash City of Reading  
Owned Property    1     0.21% 
Street sign damaged or vandalized  1     0.21% 
Street Repair or Paving    1     0.21% 
Street light out or malfunctioning  1     0.21% 
Street Inquiries    1     0.21% 
Sewers Storm Renewal/Repair  1     0.21% 
Roofs/Drainage    1     0.21% 
Non Emergency Police   1     0.21% 
Meet with the Managing Director  1     0.21% 
Building & Trades  
Inspection Plumbing    1     0.21% 
Abandoned Property    1    0.21% 

• The Finance Department’s Purchasing Division provided the following update on current 
and upcoming projects:  

o Road Program.  Submissions are due by April 5th.  The project consists of but not 
limited to the removal and replacement of roadway pavement and related items such 
as subbase repairs, base repairs, leveling, ADA curb ramp improvement and 
associated with signal improvements, pavement markings, loop detection systems.   

o Reading Police Department Training and Special Operations Facility 
Engineering Project RFP.   Submissions from qualified individuals or firms are due 
by March 30th.  The RFP is for design engineering service for the new Reading 
Police Department Training and Special Operations Facility.  

o City Park Improvement Project.  Submissions are due March 28th. The project 
consists of removal of trees laying on the ground, unhealthy standing trees, pruning 
large trees, understory clearing and grubbing; provision of earthwork, porous asphalt 
paving walkways, segmental block piers, landscaping; installation of owner 
furnished modular play and swing structures, benches and safety surface mulch; and 
all incidental work.   

• City Controller Michael Oppenheimer is working diligently on the 2021 audit.  
FIRE: 

• The Fire Department Suppression Units completed annual air consumption training drills in 
February.  

• The 9th and Marion Fire Station project site work is progressing.  Footers are now 
completed, and block work for the walls continues.  Below is a current photo of progress at 
the worksite:   
 



     
  

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION:  
• Starting on January 1st, and as of March 18th, HRC has: 

o 108 total rent and utility assistance applications were received (An increase of 14 
applications since last reported).   

§ 93 applications for rental assistance 
• 96 applicants were facing eviction  
• 8 applicants were not actively facing eviction 
• 1 applicant resided outside of the City but within the County. 

§ 3 application for utility assistance 
HUMAN RESOURCES:  

• The Human Resource Department would like to welcome the following new employees to 
the City of Reading organization: 

o Christopher Geltz began on March 1st as the City’s Chief Building Official 
o Travis Kauffman began on March 8th as an EO II for Sanitary Sewers. 
o Margielene Soriano will begin on March 23rd as a part-time Accounting Clerk 
o Ryan Bradley will begin on April 1st as the Clean City Community Coordinator 

LIBRARY: 
 

• The Reading Public Library received positive media coverage on a strategic planning 
process written by the former Executive Director Ms. Bronwen Gamble and published on 
the Library Journal online.  For those interested, you can access the article at:  

o https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/Change-the-scene-backtalk  
• On March 8th and March 10th, the RPL Main Library hosted the PA Department of Health as 

they setup a table to distribute free COVID home test kits to the community.   
• The RPL would like to thank the City and County DA’s Office for funding 52 cameras at all 

four library branch locations.  At this time, 51 of the 52 cameras have been installed and the 
last one is expected to be installed shortly.   

POLICE: 
• The Reading Police Department held its PT test on March 12th at Alvernia University. Out of 

36 participants, 29 passed and will move onto the interview phase of the hiring process.      
• Chief Tornielli met with the Chief County Probation Officer to collaborate on improving 

information sharing and response to violence. 



• Chief Tornielli joined Mayor Moran in two meetings related to crime.  One was organized 
by State Representative Guzman to discuss with business owners there concerns related to 
crime.  The second meeting was hosted by Mayor Moran with various community 
organizations related to youth violence and available programming. 

• Chief Tornielli met with the CEO of Haven Behavioral Hospital to discuss how officers 
could better facilitate the handoff of individuals with mental health issues to mental health 
professionals.   

• The RPD's Lt. Lance Lillis continues to participate in a variety of outreach efforts.  He 
participated in the COVID Resource event at 11th and Pike playground. Upcoming events 
include a Coffee with a Cop event for children on the Autism spectrum scheduled for April 
2nd.  Police Department tours are also being planned for elementary school students.  In 
addition, Lt. Lillis will be participating in the Adopt-A-Block event and continue recruiting 
efforts at scheduled various events.   

• The Reading Police Youth Academy continues to meet.  In the next few weeks, cadets will 
be trained/certified in CPR.   

PUBLIC WORKS: 
• Public Works Director Kyle Zeiber is happy to share the WasteWater Treatment Plant is 

currently meeting all NPDES discharge and Air Quality permit requirements.  In addition, 
all WWTP laboratory staff completed their PA DEP required annual ethics training.  

 
• Public Works staff has completed 33 clean-up projects that resulted in 156 bags and 160 

bulk items picked up.  
• Public Works has recently delivered 150 recycling bins that residents have requested.  
• Public Works continues to work on event planning for the Great American Cleanup 

scheduled on April 23rd.  
 

Councilor Reed questioned how the whole of the Property Maintenance Division could 
only issue 118 QoL tickets over the course of one month.  She noted that the average 
person can easily see a plethora of QoL violations on a daily basis and she questioned why 
those charged with the responsibility of enforcing such violations only see the opportunity 
to issue 118 tickets in a month’s time.  The acting managing director stated that the 
administration is looking into the issue and will report back. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz agreed with the questions raised by Councilor Reed, 
especially QoL’s for trash and littering related violations which exist each and every day in 
center city. She noted that her requests to board up the broken windows at the City owned 
5th and Penn property that is located adjacent to the Alvernia CollegeTowne property in the 
400 block of Penn Street have been ignored. 
 
The acting managing director stated that the City is advertising to fill the new SWEEP 
positions that will focus on trash related issues. 
 
Council Vice-President Cepeda-Freytiz inquired about the meeting the administration held 



with local small businesses.  The acting managing director stated that this meeting was 
organized by State Rep Guzman to connect small business owners with the greater law 
enforcement community. 
 
Council Vice-President Cepeda-Freytiz questioned how the enforcement of lead related 
issues will be handled.  The acting managing director stated that referrals should be made 
to the health inspectors or the lead intake officer. 
  
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
City Auditor Rodriguez read the report attached to the agenda: 
 

CITY AUDITOR’S REPORT 
Monday February 28, 2022 

 
      Real Estate Transfer Tax - Update from 1/1/2018 to 1/31/2022 

 
The following chart illustrates actual data from 01/01/2018 – 01/31/2022. The City receives a 
tax levy of 3.5% on the value of the Real Estate Transfer Tax for properties sold. In January of 
2022, there were 249 Real Estate Transfer transactions of which 216 were taxable and 33 were 
nontaxable transactions, and $702,030.86 in revenue was recorded during this month. For the 
current year, $5.5 million was budgeted for this line item.  In 2021, there was a surplus of about 
$4 million.  

        
  2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 

January 
        

702,030.86  
        

535,849.04  
        

323,123.52  
        

223,920.68  
        

293,105.03  

February   
        

523,300.89  
        

511,220.85  
        

615,116.21  
        

204,053.26  

March    
     

1,178,885.61  
        

601,103.82  
        

266,411.11  
        

348,937.95  

April   
        

717,308.73  
        

235,765.07  
        

548,506.44  
        

347,097.22  

May   
        

447,710.27  
        

157,245.87  
        

441,084.11  
        

322,871.76  

June   
        

719,042.39  
     

1,464,932.00  
        

363,997.72  
        

350,369.72  

July   
        

752,234.50  
        

437,026.44  
        

359,547.89  
        

350,708.33  

August   
     

1,078,840.76  
        

361,892.51  
        

353,006.61  
        

514,841.63  

September   
        

678,323.20  
        

501,228.42  
        

350,731.42  
        

324,492.29  

October   
        

480,665.62  
        

493,787.54  
        

340,908.53  
        

389,823.15  



November   
        

844,193.89  
        

510,649.58  
        

330,855.79  
        

267,444.32  

December   
        

837,430.85  
        

993,086.79  
        

457,238.03  
        

576,429.44  

Total Revenue     8,793,785.75  
  

6,591,062.41  
  

4,651,324.54  
  

4,290,174.10  
Total 
Budgeted 

  
5,500,000.00  4,700,000.00 

  
4,200,000.00  

  
3,800,000.00  

  
3,350,000.00  

Over/(Under) 
Budget     4,093,785.75  

  
2,391,062.41  

     
851,324.54  

     
940,174.10  

 
 

  Total Transactions   Non-Taxable   Taxable 
January 249   33   216 

 
 
Also during the month of January of 2022, one property sold in the City of Reading for more than a 
half million dollar threshold.  This sale generated $21,000 in Real Estate Transfer Tax revenue, 
which is included in the amount that was collected during the month of January. 
 
The following table lists the one property that sold within the threshold of a half million 
dollars: 
 

Property Address Month of Sale Sale Price   Rate - 3.5% 
527 Court Street January 600,000   21,000.00 

 
Cable Franchise Fees – Update as of 12/31/2021 
In 2021, the City budgeted $825,000 in revenue for the Cable Franchise Fees.  However, the City 
only recorded $800,925.97 in actual revenue, and the year ended with a budget shortfall of 
$24,074.23. 
 
The graph below shows that the highest revenue collected for this line item for the period of 2017-
2021 was received in 2017, when $913,806.59 in revenue was recorded. Since this year, this 
revenue line item has been recording a budget shortfall. 
    The chart below illustrates the Cable Franchise Fees – Update for 2017-2021:  

  
    

  2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 

1st Quarter    
205,330.02  

  
207,751.86    209,042.39     

212,684.39  
   

229,932.97  
 

2nd Quarter    204,350.84    
206,508.34    210,579.70     

214,578.59  
   

236,184.17  

3rd Quarter    197,767.57    
203,557.64    199,517.55     

208,734.78  
   

224,527.59  
4th Quarter    193,477.54      204,481.07       

 



200,679.36  214,925.66   223,161.86  

 
Total Revenue 

    
800,925.97   818,497.20  

   
823,620.71  

  
 850,923.42  

  
 913,806.59  

 
Total Budgeted 

    
825,000.00  

  
875,000.00  

   
875,000.00  

   
930,000.00  

   
875,000.00  

 
Budget 
Surplus/(Shortfall) 

   
 

(24,074.03) 

   
 

(56,502.80) 

  
 (51,379.29) 

   
 

(79,076.58) 

    
  

38,806.59  
 

 
User Fees Revenue – Update as of 12/31/2021 
For the fiscal year of 2021, the City originally budgeted $3,000,000.00 for User Fees, which is the 
revenue collected for EMS services that the City provides.  However, $33,500 was subsequently 
added to this budget line item to cover the expense of collection. As of December 31, 2021, the City 
had collected $3,287,855.40, and this revenue line item ended up with a surplus of $254,355.40. 
       
     The chart below illustrates User Fees - Update for 2017-2021: 
 

  12/31/2021 12/31/2020 12/31/2019 12/31/2018 12/31/2017 
 
User Fees-EMS 

 
3,287,855.40 2,405,142.53 

 
3,333,157.10 

 
2,808,204.15 

 
2,912,755.52 

 
Total Budgeted 

 
3,033,500.00 3,196,000.00 

 
3,095,000.00 

 
2,900,000.00 

 
2,900,000.00 

Over/(Under) 
Budget 

       
254,355.40  

   
(790,857.47) 

        
238,157.10  

       
(91,795.85) 

      
12,755.52  

 
REPORT FROM DEPT. DIRECTORS, BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, & COMMISSIONS 
Rich Rosato, Chair of the Animal Control Board, described the activities of the Animal 
Control Board in concert with the Animal Rescue League (ARL).  Since their last report the 
board has been working to handle cruelty to animal complaints, updating the Animal Code, 
considering the need for live animal markets, addressing breeding issues, handling 
chicken/rooster investigations  and considering requests for residents to keep 6+ cats/dogs, 
etc.  
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted the growing number of unleashed dogs roaming the 
streets and parks and increasing public safety problems. Mr. Rosato stated that the Animal 
Code requires animals to be leashed and under the control of the owner when outside of the 
home. 
 
Council President Waltman inquired about pets exposed to extreme temperatures.  The City 
Clerk stated that the ARL, as per City ordinance, can call a Code Red or Code Blue to protect 
animals from extreme temperatures.   
 



Councilor Reed inquired about permits to keep chickens within Reading, noting a recent 
application on York Street in District 5.  Mr. Rosato stated that the Animal Control Board can 
approve a permit to allow chicken/roosters followed by a zoning application for housing of 
the birds. 
 

ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
WITHDRAWN BY COUNCIL 

A. Bill No. 17-2022 – approving	settlement	agreement	pertaining	to	the	outstanding	loans	
related	to	the	Book	Bindery	Building	at	148	North	Fourth	Street	Tabled	at	the	February	28	
regular	meeting;	Tabled	at	the	March	14th	regular	meeting	
	
	
B. Bill 18-2022– amending	City	Code	Chapter	576	Vehicles	&	Traffic	Section	420	Parking	
Against	the	Traffic	Flow	by	exempting	vehicles	parked	in	violation	of	this	section	due	to	winter	
weather	conditions	Introduced	at	the	February	28	regular	meeting;	Tabled	at	the	March	14th	
regular	meeting	
	
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to enact Bill No. 
18-2022. 
 
Bill No. 18-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays:  None - 0 

	
C. Bill 25-2022 – amending	the	City	Code,	Administrative	Code	Section	5-215	Council	Districts,	
as	recommended	by	the	Redistricting	Advisory	Commission	Introduced	at	the	March	14	
regular	meeting;	Public	Hearing	held	on	March	21	
	
Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to enact Bill No. 25-2022. 
 
Councilor Reed commended those appointed to this Advisory Commission for their hard 
work to find an equitable recommendation based on the 2020 Census data broken down at the 
precinct level.  She stated that this recommendation would not be possible without the stellar 
assistance provided by County Planner Mike Golembiewski, noting his expertise with the 
census results and his assistance to former Redistricting Commissions.   
 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz agreed noting that the Commission used an open, 
clean and fair process to develop this excellent recommendation. 
 
Bill No. 25-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 



Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays:  None - 0 

 
D. Bill 26-2022 – amending	the	2022	Human	Relations	budget	by	adding	a	$250,000	ARPA	
allocation	for	rental	and	utility	assistance	Introduced	at	the	March	14	regular	meeting	

 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to enact Bill No. 26-
2022. 
 
Bill No. 26-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays:  None - 0 

 
E. Bill 27-2022 – amending	City	Code	Section	576-502,	Parking	Zones	Established;	Traffic	
Control	to	remove	metered	parking	on	the	100,	200,	and	300	blocks	of	North	Ninth	Street	
Introduced	at	the	March	14	regular	meeting	

 
Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to enact Bill No. 27-2022. 
 
Council President Waltman asked the acting managing director to explain this change. The 
acting managing director stated that this was a pilot program.  Due to the input from residents 
in these neighborhoods, the administration has decided that having metered parking in these 
neighborhoods does not suit the needs of the overall neighborhood.  
 
Bill No. 27-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays:  None – 0 
 

WITHDRAWN BY COUNCIL AND REPLACED WITH  
RESOLUTION 69-2022 UNDER THE RESOLUTION HEADING 

F. Bill 28-2022 – amending	City	of	Reading	Code	Section	576-403	Parking	Prohibited	in	Certain	
Areas	by	requiring	parking	stalls	on	City	Streets	and	requiring	that	vehicles	be	parked	between	
the	stall	lines.	No	portion	of	a	vehicle	shall	be	located	on	or	over	a	line	designating	a	parking	
space	but	shall	be	located	within	a	single	marked	space.	No	vehicle	shall	be	permitted	to	occupy	
more	than	one	parking	space	at	any	time.		Introduced	at	the	March	14	regular	meeting	

 
 



INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
Councilor Butler read the following ordinances into the record: 
 
A. Ordinance – amending	the	2022	Fund	43	City	Facilities	Construction	Fund	Budget	by	
providing	$400K	for	the	sidewalk	replacement	program.		The	funds	will	be	paid	by	a	
budget	amendment	in	the	City’s	Facilities	Construction	Fund	budget	
	
B. Ordinance – authorizing	the	mayor	to	accept	land	donated	by	the	Honorable	Arthur	E.	and	
Louise	C.	Grim	at	2049	Hessian	Boulevard,	in	the	City	of	Reading,	and	conveying	a	City-owned	
undeveloped	parcel	on	New	Holland	Road	to	Berks	Nature.	
	
C. Ordinance – amending	by	eliminating	City	Code	Chapter	23,	Part	2	Penn	Square	
Commission,	Chapter	396	Parks,	Part	2	Penn	Square	and	the	permitting	process	which	is	
inconsistent	with	Chapter	576	and	reserving	Part	2	for	future	use	
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
A. Resolution 66-2022 – appointing	Susan	Williams	to	the	Charter	Board	
 
B.  Resolution 67-2022 – reappointing	Richard	Wagner	to	the	Human	Relations	Commission	
 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to adopt 
Resolution Nos. 66-67 - 2022. 
 
Councilors Goodman-Hinnershitz and Cepeda noted the skills and strengths of those being 
appointed and reappointed this evening.  They also thanked the nominees for volunteering 
for public service and encouraged others to get involved. 
 
Resolutions 66-67-2022 were adopted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas: Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays: None - 0 

 
C.  Resolution 68-2022 – confirming	the	appointment	of	Christopher	Geltz,	as	Chief	Building	
Official	for	the	City	of	Reading.		
 

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to adopt 
Resolution No. 68 - 2022. 
 
Resolution 68-2022 was adopted by the following vote: 

 



Yeas: Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays: None - 0 

 
D.  Resolution 69-2022 – authorizing	a	temporary	parking	regulation	Pilot	Program	for	the	
installation	of	parking	stalls	at	prescribed	locations	within	the	City	and	parking	requirements	
related	thereto,	for	a	90	day	period,	pursuant	to	Chapter	576	Vehicles,	Section	105	Experimental	
Regulations,	effective	July	1,	2022.	
	

Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to table 
Resolution No. 69-2022. 
 
Resolution 69-2022 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

Yeas: Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President 
- 6 
Nays: None - 0 
 

COUNCIL COMMENT 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz stressed the need for the City to develop an evidence based 
strategic plan on violence prevention and intervention, noting the need to end the “ready, 
shoot, aim” approach used in the past. She announced the start of Jazz Fest this coming 
Friday.  She urged all City residents to be good ambassadors for Reading. 
 
Councilor Reed agreed with Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz’s remarks about crime noting 
the stress and trauma violent crime has on the community and the families of those involved. 
She noted the need for broad community intervention and interaction to end violent crime, as 
that connection can easily calm or interrupt a pending situation. She noted the great 
performance of the Reading Police Department to manage crime within the City. 
 
Councilor Reed noted the passing of long-term District 5 resident Mr. Davis who had the 
ability to cheer all those he came in contact with. 
 
Council President Waltman agreed with the remarks made about violent crime, adding that 
there is not one simple solution.  He suggested that today’s world is to filled with the “more, 
more, more” capitalistic attitude and he urged all people, young and old, to keep things in 
perspective as they move through life. 
 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz stated that the recent violent crime is a “Call to 
Action” for all community members.  She urged everyone to subscribe to the “see something, 
say something” approach through phone calls to police, through iRequest, through calls to 
Crime Watch and through the new Police Portal when it becomes available. 



 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz urged all to celebrate the accomplishments of the 
youth.  She noted that the first 1st Friday event is scheduled for this Friday, April 1st at 4th and 
Penn. 
 
Council Vice President Cepeda-Freytiz announced the upcoming meeting schedule, 
including the interviews of the District 1 applicants on Wednesday the 30th starting at 5 pm.   
 
Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to adjourn the regular meeting of 
Council. 

      
     Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 


