
City of Reading City Council 
Regular Meeting 
 February 28, 2022 

 
Council President Waltman called the meeting to order.  
 
Due to COVID-19, the City changed the meeting format to a hybrid format with Council 
attending in-person at times and others attending virtually.  In addition to providing the 
public with the ability to observe the Council meetings virtually, via telephone and view live 
on the BCTV MAC Channel 99 and Facebook Live, the Committee of the Whole and Regular 
Meetings will be shown in the Penn Room, on the first floor of City Hall – access the Penn 
Room using the doors on North 8th Street only.  Public comment at regular meetings can 
occur virtually, in writing, via telephone or in-person in the Penn Room through Zoom.  The 
meeting agendas are posted on the City's website 3 days prior to the meeting. All agendas 
include the Zoom meeting information (LINK and Dial In) to easily 'click and join' the 
meeting. Access meeting agendas at: https://www.readingpa.gov/council_minutes_agendas. 

The invocation was given by Pastor Daniel Myers, Community Evangelical Church. 
 
All present pledged to the flag. 
 
There were no executive sessions before, during or after the February 22nd and 28th COW. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Council President Waltman 
Councilor Tyson, District 1 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, District 2 
Councilor Ventura, District 3 
Councilor Butler, District 4 
Councilor Reed, District 5 
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, District 6 
Council Solicitor M. Gombar 
City Auditor M. Rodriguez 
City Clerk L. Kelleher 
City Solicitor F. Lachat 
Acting managing director F. Denbowski 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
A commendation was issued recognizing Ashley Giddens’ commitment to her education and 
in serving her community through sports, healthy living and programs that assist her 
community. 



 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Council President Waltman stated that there are five (5) citizens registered to provide public 
comment virtually – one (1) on non-agenda matters and four (4) on agenda matters. The City 
Clerk stated that only two (2) citizens registered to address agenda matters are currently 
connected. Councilor Reed read the public comment rules adopted by ordinance. 
 
Mike Ehlerman, Chair of the Convention Center Authority, stated that the main purpose of 
the Convention Center is to bring people into the downtown.  He thanked Council for their 
allocation of $3M in ARPA funding for the required capital improvements to the facility, 
which was not possible due the revenue lost during the pandemic.  He stated that attendance 
at events is still reduced by 19% from attendance prior to the pandemic.   He expressed 
concern that the practices of the Reading Parking Authority (RPA) are contributing to the 
reduction in event attendance.   
 
Mr. Ehlerman stated that after Royals games it takes the garages over an hour to empty out 
and the prices to park in the garages are outlandish, unpredictable and constantly revolving.  
He noted that at a free event at the arena (with no other events scheduled for that day), the 
RPA charged people $25 to park in the DoubleTree garage, $12 for high school basketball 
games with a per ticket cost of $8 and $5, and one home/garden show canceled due to the 
exorbitant parking garage charge.  He added that he has also had complaint letters about the 
exorbitant cost of the garage rates. He stated that when comparing local rates against other 
municipalities, the rates here are excessive.  He noted that the RPA is also inappropriately 
ticketing vehicles that are delivering materials to the Convention Center. He stated that 
working together can help everyone be successful. 
 
Mike Fiucci, Convention Center Authority member, stated that Royals fans are complaining 
about excessive parking rates, which is creating attendance problems and reduces the City’s 
amusement tax. He noted that pre-pandemic the admissions tax revenue was approximately 
$500K.  He noted that the organizer of the Jazz Fest has also reported having difficulties 
working with the RPA to improve garage parking rates, which could cause the organizer to 
relocate the main events to the Scottish Rite Cathedral.   
 
Council President Waltman stated that the RPA will be invited to a meeting to discuss this 
issue along with other issues.  He asked the acting managing director to arrange a meeting 
with the RPA Executive Director and Board Chair and he asked the City Clerk to make 
arrangements for a COW discussion.  He noted the excessive parking rates hurt all 
stakeholders in the downtown. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz noted that the mayor should be part of this solution and he 
is not at tonight’s meeting.  



Councilor Reed agreed that the garage rates are excessive and are randomly changed for 
events.  She asked the City Solicitor and Council Solicitor to determine if Council has any 
control over setting or limiting the garage rates. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA & MINUTES 
Council President Waltman called Council's attention to the agenda for this meeting, 
including the legislation listed under the Consent Agenda heading and the minutes from the 
February 14th Regular Meeting of Council, along with the summations of discussion from the 
February 14th and 22nd COWs and the February 22nd Nominations meeting. He noted that the 
administration has withdrawn the Ordinance being introduced to modify the rental housing 
fees and the Consent Agenda Resolution regarding Habitat’s Waiver of Financial Security. 
 
The agenda for this meeting, including the Consent Agenda legislation, as amended, the 
minutes from the February 14th Regular Meeting of Council, and the summations of 
discussion listed were approved by acclimation.   
 
Consent Agenda 
The Consent Agenda is designed to provide efficient approval of non-controversial legislation that does not 
require discussion/debate by giving approval via acclimation when the meeting agenda is approved.  The 
President of Council will call Council’s attention to the list of Consent Agenda legislation at the meeting before 
action is taken, which allows Council to remove a piece of legislation for separate consideration.   
	
A. Award of Contract –	for	Pagoda	wall	and	stairs	structural	and	geotechnical	
engineering,	construction	administration,	active	inspections	and	bid	assistance	to	Johnson,	
Mirmiran	and	Thompson,	Inc.	(JMT),	Cockeysville,	MD,	at	the	submitted	price	of	$643,097.00.	
There	is	$1,000,000	for	this	project	in	the	Capital	Improvements	Budget	
 

B. Resolution 46-2022 –	directing	the	City	Solicitor	to	execute	and	submit	the	forms	
approving	the	Repository	Bids	for	337	Spring	Garden	St,	217	Pear	St	and	633	S	17th	½	St	
	
C. Resolution 47-2022 – authorizing	the	actuary	valuation	for	2022-23	from	Conrad	Siegel	
for	the	Police,	Fire	and	Officers	and	Employees	Pension	Funds	

WITHDRAWN 
D. Resolution 48-2022 – waiving	the	financial	security	requirement	as	per	SALDO	Section	
515-309	for	the	Habitat	for	Humanity	Buttonwood	Gateway	project	
 
E. Resolution 50-2022 – authorizing	the	filing	of	a	formal	application	and	business	plan	for	a	
RCAP	 Grant	 in	 the	 amount	 of	 $7.5M	 on	 behalf	 of	 the	 Reading	 Baseball	 LP	 for	 the	 Firstenergy	
Stadium	Renovations	Project	
	
F. Resolution 50A-2022  – authorizing	the	engagement	agreement	between	the	CITY	OF	
Reading	and	EducationWorks,	Inc.,	for	the	creation	of	the	City	of	Reading	Climate	Corps  



	
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
The acting managing director highlighted the written report attached to the agenda:  
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT  
MAYOR:  

• Mayor Moran joined the Wyland Foundation’s National Mayors Water Conservation 
Challenge.  He issued the following statement in support of the challenge:  

 
“The City of Reading is committed to leading sustainable living and resource conservation 
efforts.  We live in an amazing City, full of incredible natural resources such as the Schuylkill 
River and its many creeks and streams, as well as Mt Penn, Neversink Mountain, and hundreds 
of parks and playground acres.  Because we are a water-rich community, we have a significant 
responsibility to care for our water resources.   
 
To further the City of Reading's commitment to high water quality and water conservation 
efforts, I am participating in the Wyland Foundation's National Mayor's Challenge for water 
conservation.  This is a non-profit national community service program, and our participation 
will renew my commitment to sustainability for our City, and generations to come.   
 
I invite everyone in our community to participate!  Take the pledge, join a litter clean-up, plant 
a tree or garden, and join us for Earth Day and Water Week.  We all have a part to play, and 
everyone's effort, as small as it may seem, adds up to a whole lot.” 

 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 

• The Community Development Department is focused on the Stantec study and the City’s 
downtown.  Department staff have been reviewing the report and preparing for upcoming 
presentations.  

FINANCE:    
• The Finance Department’s Citizen Service Center worked with Property Maintenance staff to 

resolve a problem with the City’s printer.  The problem seems to be fixed, and PMI will mail 
out the 2022 Housing Permits and Registration Renewal forms this week.   

• The CSC received a few constituent complaints regarding the iRequest App being non-
responsive.  After contacting Accela, their suggestion to resolve the issue is as follows:  

o Android users:  go into device settings for the app and clear the app's storage/data.  Then 
users should relaunch the app and log back in.  

o iOS users:  log out of the app and then log back in.  If the log-in/out feature is not 
accessible, uninstall and reinstall the app from the App Store. 

The Accela representative indicated that Reading and the City of Philadelphia are having 
similar issues.  The company will follow up with CSC Manager Maria Kantner as it has made it 
a top priority to resolve the issue. 

• The CSC also provided the following data in relation to constituent service calls from February 
7th through the 14th : 
 

Sewer backup - 83 calls Street light out/malfunctioning – 2 calls  
Property Maintenance Unpaid Fees Req – 35 calls Sewer Inquiries - 2 calls 
Needs Recycling Bin - 34 calls Sewer Grates Catch Basins – 2 calls 
Pothole or sunken utility cut - 22 calls Property Maintenance Fees – 2 calls 



Recycling Electronics - 20 calls Odor - 2 calls 
Yardwaste – 13 calls Line Painting – 2 calls  
Trash Pick up – 12 calls Illegal Dumping - 2 calls 
Property Maintenance Issues – 12 calls  Electrical Issue – 2 calls 
Recycling Pickup - 7 calls Unsecured/Open Property – 1 call 
Building and Trades Permits – 6 calls Tree Trimming Private Property – 1 call 
Unpermitted construction activity – 5 calls Trash Education – 1 call 
Trash Enforcement – 5 calls Street Repair or Paving – 1 call 
No Heat – 5 calls Sidewalk Construction Permits – 1 call 
Handicap parking – 5 calls  Animal Control - Live Animals – 1 call 
Property Inspections Scheduling – 4 calls Abandoned Vehicles on Property – 1 call 
Meet with the Mayor - 4 calls No Electric – 1 call 
Zoning Violation - 3 calls Illegal Conversions – 1 call 
Zoning Inquiry - 3 calls Hoarding Clutter Situation – 1 call 
Trash Cans Outside Too Long – 3 calls Health Bills – 1 call 
Street Sign Request – 3 calls Hauler Issue – 1 call 
Street sign damaged or vandalized – 3 calls Graffiti vandalism removal – 1 call 
Snow Ice Removal Private Property - 3 calls Dumpsters – 1 call 
Property Inspections – 3 calls Dog dirt – 1 call 
Infestation - 3 calls Building & Trades Inspection Bldg – 1call 
Housing Permits – 3 calls Clean City Projects - 1 
Tire Removal/Pick Up – 2 calls Non-Emergency Police - 1 
Structure – 2 calls Other - 1 
Street Sweeping – 2 calls TOTAL CALLS:  340  

• The Finance Department’s Accounting Division continues to train and assist staff with the 
transition to Tyler Munis, the City’s new accounting program, Tyler Munis.  The program went 
live on February 7th.     

• The Finance Department's Grant Coordinator provided the following update on grants: 
o The following grants are in process:  

§ Air Quality Grant (Public Works) 

§ EV charging station grant (Public Works) 
§ Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) 

grant program (Public Works 
§ DCNR Conservation Partnerships Program (Public Works) 
§ Local Shares Account (LSA) (Police) 

o The following grants are in the process of closing:  

§ Fritz Island Grit Chamber Project 
§ Angelica ADA Round One 
§ Skatepark 

• The Finance Department’s Purchasing Division provided the following updates and deadline 
reminders:  
 

o Traffic Signal Preventative Maintenance and Response Maintenance Program.  
The award of this project will be submitted to City Council for inclusion on the 
February 28th agenda. 



o Penn Square Properties RFQ.  Deadline was Friday, February 18th.  A review of the 
RFQ’s will begin to take place, and more information will be available at a later date.  

o Language Access Plan RFP.  Ensures that anyone with limited English proficiency 
(LEP) receives the language services necessary to allow for meaningful access to City 
services and information, free of charge, in a timely manner that preserves 
confidentiality, irrespective of their ability to read and write or speak English.  The 
deadline for this RFP is March 15.   

o Active Transportation Plan RFP.  This is for a consultant to develop an Active 
Transportation Plan focusing on the downtown.  The Review Committee is meeting on 
February 22nd to discuss submission.  More information to come.   

o RPD Building RFP.  This is for a construction manager to represent the City in all 
phases of the new building construction that will house a portion of the RPD 
Administration, training classrooms, a garage to house all RPD critical gear and 
equipment, which is currently stored at various locations in and outside of the City 
limits.  The deadline for this project is March 18.   

o Centre Park Revitalization Project RFP.  For design services for the Centre Park 
Revitalization Project.  Deadline for February 24. 

o Heritage Park Outfall Park Project RFP.  This is for removing and replacing an 
existing section of stormwater outfall pipe, including excavation, furnishing, and 
placement of drainage structures, furnishing, and placement of drainage pipe, backfill, 
and furnishing, and install of slope protection.  The deadline is March 17. 

o Pagoda Wall and Stairs Structural and Geotechnical Engineering RFP.  The award 
for this project will be submitted to City Council for inclusion on the February 28th 
agenda. 

FIRE:      
• The 9th and Marion Fire Station project site work is progressing.  The pouring of the footers 

will continue as weather permits.  Below is a current photo of progress at the work site:   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION:  

• Starting on January 1st, and as of February 18th, HRC has: 
o 82 total rent and utility assistance applications were received.   

§ 81 applications for rental assistance 
• 73 applicants were facing eviction  
• 6 applicants were not actively facing eviction 
• 1 applicant resided outside of the City but within the County. 



§ 1 application for utility assistance 
HUMAN RESOURCES:  

• On February 10th, Holly Guldin, Compensation Administrator, was named Acting Human 
Resource Director.  Ms. Guldin has worked for the City for 13 years and is well-versed in all 
aspects of HR.   

• The City’s Wellness Committee met for the first time since 2020 on February 10th.  They will 
continue meeting every month to develop wellness-related activities for employees to enjoy.   

LIBRARY: 
• The Reading Public Library was selected as a recipient of the “Share the Plate” service project 

at the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Berks County for the next three years.  This 
project designates one plate collection to benefit a Reading-Berks non-profit organization that 
reflects its values and principles.  A member of their congregation was very appreciative of the 
outreach services the library has provided, especially during the pandemic that she advocated 
for the RPL to receive this donation.  On behalf of the Library, Melissa Adams will be speaking 
briefly at their church service on Sunday, February 20th. 

POLICE: 
• The Reading Police Department held a practice PT exam was held on Saturday, February 12th.  

The RPD’s Civil Service test is scheduled for Saturday, February 26th.  
• The RPD's Lt. Lillis and a K9 unit visited two elementary schools and Kutztown University's 

Criminal Justice Club.  Lt. Lillis is also working with area military bases to recruit and share 
information on law enforcement careers.   

• Captain Rogers from Patrol met with Alvernia University representatives to finalize the 
completion of the Police Sub-Station at the CollegeTowne campus.  The substation will be 
staffed by officers assigned to the Penn Street detail. 

PUBLIC WORKS: 
• Public Works is working with the Property Maintenance and Zoning Divisions to work out 

logistics and program specifics for dumpster amendment implementation. 
• Public Works completed and submitted the annual biosolids report to the US Environmental 

Protection Agency. 
• Public Works Waste Water Treatment Plant Laboratory received a certificate of accreditation 

from PA Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Laboratories.  The new and 
updated certification is valid through January 31, 2023. 

• PW staff is nearing the completion of tree trimming on South 4th Street, from Franklin Street to 
Bingaman Street.  

  
AUDITOR’S REPORT 
City Auditor Rodriguez read the report attached to the agenda: 
 

CITY AUDITOR’S REPORT 
Monday February 28, 2022 

 
      Real Estate Transfer Tax - Update from 1/1/2018 to 1/31/2022 

 
The following chart illustrates actual data from 01/01/2018 – 01/31/2022. The City receives a tax 
levy of 3.5% on the value of the Real Estate Transfer Tax for properties sold. In January of 2022, 
there were 249 Real Estate Transfer transactions of which 216 were taxable and 33 were 



nontaxable transactions, and $702,030.86 in revenue was recorded during this month. For the 
current year, $5.5 million was budgeted for this line item.  In 2021, there was a surplus of about $4 
million.  

        
  2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 

January 
        

702,030.86  
        

535,849.04  
        

323,123.52  
        

223,920.68  
        

293,105.03  

February   
        

523,300.89  
        

511,220.85  
        

615,116.21  
        

204,053.26  

March    
     

1,178,885.61  
        

601,103.82  
        

266,411.11  
        

348,937.95  

April   
        

717,308.73  
        

235,765.07  
        

548,506.44  
        

347,097.22  

May   
        

447,710.27  
        

157,245.87  
        

441,084.11  
        

322,871.76  

June   
        

719,042.39  
     

1,464,932.00  
        

363,997.72  
        

350,369.72  

July   
        

752,234.50  
        

437,026.44  
        

359,547.89  
        

350,708.33  

August   
     

1,078,840.76  
        

361,892.51  
        

353,006.61  
        

514,841.63  

September   
        

678,323.20  
        

501,228.42  
        

350,731.42  
        

324,492.29  

October   
        

480,665.62  
        

493,787.54  
        

340,908.53  
        

389,823.15  

November   
        

844,193.89  
        

510,649.58  
        

330,855.79  
        

267,444.32  

December   
        

837,430.85  
        

993,086.79  
        

457,238.03  
        

576,429.44  

Total Revenue     8,793,785.75  
  

6,591,062.41  
  

4,651,324.54  
  

4,290,174.10  
Total 
Budgeted 

  
5,500,000.00  4,700,000.00 

  
4,200,000.00  

  
3,800,000.00  

  
3,350,000.00  

Over/(Under) 
Budget     4,093,785.75  

  
2,391,062.41  

     
851,324.54  

     
940,174.10  

 
 

  Total Transactions   Non-Taxable   Taxable 
January 249   33   216 

 
 
Also during the month of January of 2022, one property sold in the City of Reading for more than a 
half million dollar threshold.  This sale generated $21,000 in Real Estate Transfer Tax revenue, which 
is included in the amount that was collected during the month of January. 
 
The following table lists the one property that sold within the threshold of a half million dollars: 
 

 



Property Address Month of Sale Sale Price   Rate - 3.5% 
527 Court Street January 600,000   21,000.00 

 
Cable Franchise Fees – Update as of 12/31/2021 
In 2021, the City budgeted $825,000 in revenue for the Cable Franchise Fees.  However, the City only 
recorded $800,925.97 in actual revenue, and the year ended with a budget shortfall of $24,074.23. 
 
The graph below shows that the highest revenue collected for this line item for the period of 2017-
2021 was received in 2017, when $913,806.59 in revenue was recorded. Since this year, this revenue 
line item has been recording a budget shortfall. 
    The chart below illustrates the Cable Franchise Fees – Update for 2017-2021:  

  
    

  2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 

1st Quarter    
205,330.02  

  
207,751.86    209,042.39     

212,684.39  
   

229,932.97  

2nd Quarter    
204,350.84  

  
206,508.34    210,579.70     

214,578.59  
   

236,184.17  

3rd Quarter    
197,767.57  

  
203,557.64    199,517.55     

208,734.78  
   

224,527.59  

4th Quarter    
193,477.54  

  
200,679.36    204,481.07     

214,925.66  
  

 223,161.86  
 
Total Revenue 

    
800,925.97   818,497.20  

   
823,620.71  

  
 850,923.42  

  
 913,806.59  

 
Total Budgeted 

    
825,000.00  

  
875,000.00  

   
875,000.00  

   
930,000.00  

   
875,000.00  

 
Budget 
Surplus/(Shortfall) 

   
 

(24,074.03) 

   
 

(56,502.80) 

  
 (51,379.29) 

   
 

(79,076.58) 

    
  

38,806.59  
 

 
User Fees Revenue – Update as of 12/31/2021 
For the fiscal year of 2021, the City originally budgeted $3,000,000.00 for User Fees, which is the 
revenue collected for EMS services that the City provides.  However, $33,500 was subsequently added 
to this budget line item to cover the expense of collection. As of December 31, 2021, the City had 
collected $3,287,855.40, and this revenue line item ended up with a surplus of $254,355.40. 
       
     The chart below illustrates User Fees - Update for 2017-2021: 
 

  12/31/2021 12/31/2020 12/31/2019 12/31/2018 12/31/2017 
 
User Fees-EMS 

 
3,287,855.40 2,405,142.53 

 
3,333,157.10 

 
2,808,204.15 

 
2,912,755.52 

 
Total Budgeted 

 
3,033,500.00 3,196,000.00 

 
3,095,000.00 

 
2,900,000.00 

 
2,900,000.00 

Over/(Under) 
Budget 

       
254,355.40  

   
(790,857.47) 

        
238,157.10  

       
(91,795.85) 

      
12,755.52  



 
 

Councilor Reed thanked the Auditor for the detailed report she provides at each meeting and 
for her performance as the elected Auditor. 

 
REPORT FROM DEPT. DIRECTORS, BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, & COMMISSIONS 
None. 
 

ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
 
A. Bill No. 106-2021	–	amending	the	City	Code	Chapter	23	Part	1201	Downtown	Revitalization	
Public	Private	Partnership	Introduced	at	the	December	13	regular	meeting;	tabled	at	the	
December	27,	January	10,	January	24,	and	February	14	regular	meetings	

 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Reed, to table Bill No. 106-
2021. 
 
Bill No. 106-2021 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Ventura, Waltman, President - 
6 
Nays:  Tyson - 1 

 
B. Bill No. 5-2022	–	amending	the	2022	Position	Ordinance	as	per	the	Mayor	to	reflect	a	change	
to	the	title	of	the	position	of	Executive	Assistant	in	the	Mayor’s	Office	to	Special	Assistant	and	to	
reflect	an	increase	in	the	base	salary	of	the	Special	Assistant	position	from	$53,000	to	$63,652.50	
per	annum	Introduced	at	the	December	27	regular	meeting;	tabled	at	the	January	10,	January	
24,	and	February	14	regular	meetings	

 
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to table Bill 
No. 5-2022. 
 
Bill No. 5-2022 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 6 
Nays:  Tyson - 1 

 
C. Bill No.	13-2022	–	authorizing	the	transfer	of	$65,000	to	the	Council	Budget	from	the	General	
Fund	balance	to	cover	expenses	associated	with	the	275th	Anniversary	for	a	2	year	period.	

 
Councilor Reed moved, seconded by Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, to enact Bill No. 13-2022. 



 
Bill No. 13-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 7 
Nays:  None - 0 

 
D. Bill No. 14-2022 – authorizing	the	appropriation	of	$4M	for	the	construction	of	the	new	9th	
and	Marion	Fire	Station,	from	Fund	43	City	Facilities	Construction	Fund	2022	Budget.	

 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, to enact Bill 
No. 14-2022. 
 
Bill No. 14-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 7 
Nays:  None - 0 

 
E. Bill No. 15-2022 – authorizing	the	allocation	of	$5M	in	ARPA	funding	for	the	9th	and	Marion	
Fire	Station.	

 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, to enact Bill 
No. 15-2022. 
 
Council President Waltman expressed the belief that this allocation is acceptable as this is a 
legacy project. 
 
Bill No. 15-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 7 
Nays:  None - 0 

 
F. Bill No. 16-2022 – authorizing	the	City	to	agree	to	a	Right-of-Way	and	Temporary	Construction	
Easement	with	Berks	County	for	the	County’s	Spring	Valley	Road	Bridge	Replacement	Project.	

 
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz moved, seconded by Councilor Ventura, to enact Bill No. 16-2022. 
 
The acting Public Works Director explained that this transaction will provide the County with 
access to a sliver of land to access the bridge and make the necessary repairs. 
 



Ms. Tyson moved to table Bill No. 16-2022. Due to the lack of a second to the motion, the 
motion to table this Bill failed. 
 
Bill No. 16-2022 was enacted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 7 
Nays:  None - 0 

 
G. Bill No. 17-2022 – approving	settlement	agreement	pertaining	to	the	outstanding	loans	
related	to	the	Book	Bindery	Building	at	148	North	Fourth	Street		

 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, to table Bill 
No. 17-2022. 
 
Bill No. 17-2022 was tabled by the following vote: 

 

Yeas:  Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 7 
Nays:  None - 0 
	

INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz read the following ordinances into the record: 
 

WITHDRAWN - A. Bill No.		–	Amending	the	City	Code	Fee	Schedule	Section	212-116	as	
follows:	
	
	 	
Description Fee Ordinance 

No. 
Code Citation 

Annual housing registration fee $100 per parcel  Sec. 308-103 
Reduced fee due by April 1st  $90 per parcel  Sec. 308-104 
Flat fee due by May 1st $100 per parcel  Sec. 308-104 
Surcharges for failure to submit 
annual housing renewal form and 
annual housing fee after May 1st  

$150 per parcel  Sec. 308-104 

	
B. Bill – amending	City	Code	Chapter	576	Vehicles	&	Traffic	Section	420	Parking	Against	the	
Traffic	Flow	by	exempting	vehicles	parked	in	violation	of	this	section	due	to	winter	weather	
conditions	
	
C. Bill – amending	City	Code	Chapter	576	Vehicles	&	Traffic	Section	503	Sundays	and	Holidays	
Exempted	by	retitling	the	Section	as	Hours	of	Enforcement	and	Saturdays,	Sundays	and	holidays	
excepted,	adding	Saturday	to	excepted	enforcement	and	limiting	the	hours	of	parking	zone	



enforcement	to	Monday	through	Friday	from	8	am	to	6	pm	
	
D. Bill – amending	the	budget	by	allocating	$134,000	for the Reading Climate Corp. program.   
 
E. Bill – amending	the	Budget	Fund	47	ARP	by	allocating	$150,000	for	consulting	expenses.   
 
F. Bill – amending	Personnel	Code	70-701	Salary	Administration	by	increasing	the	salary	
ranges	as	follows:	

(3)		 	Chief	of	Police.	The	Chief	of	Police	for	the	City	of	Reading	shall	be	compensated	at	an	
annual	salary	of	no	less	than	$80,000	and	no	more	than	$125,000	$135,000.		
(7)			Community	Development	Director.	The	Director	of	the	Department	of	Community	and	
Economic	Development	for	the	City	of	Reading	shall	be	compensated	at	a	salary	of	no	less	
than	$75,000	and	no	more	than	$110,000	$120,000	

 
G. Bill – authorizing	the	installation	of	an	all-way	Stop	sign	at	the	intersection	of	Buttonwood	
and	North	2nd	Street	in	accordance	with	City	Code	Section	576-213	
 
H. Bill – authorizing	the	installation	of	an	all-way	Stop	sign	at	the	intersection	of	North	13th	and	
Perry	Street	in	accordance	with	City	Code	Section	576-213	

 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

A.  Resolution 51-2022 –	 appointing	 Beatriz	 Gonzalez	 to	 the	 Youth	 Commission,	
representing	Council	District	2	
 
B.  Resolution 52-2022 –	 appointing	William	Dorward	 to	 the	 Equal	 Business	Opportunity	
Board	
	
C. Resolution	 53-2022	 –	 appointing	 Charles	 Jones	 as	 an	 alternate	 to	 the	 Zoning	 Hearing	
Board	

	
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz moved, seconded by Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz, to adopt 
Resolution Nos. 51-53 - 2022. 
 
Councilors Goodman-Hinnershitz and Cepeda-Freytiz noted the skills and strengths of those 
being appointed and reappointed this evening.  They also thanked the nominees for 
volunteering for public service. 
 
Council President Waltman thanked the Nominations Committee and Council staff for the work 
performed to keep the boards, authorities and commissions functioning. 
 
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz noted that Councilor Butler has decided to participate on this 
committee. 



Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz thanked Ms. Smith and Ms. Rivera from the Council office for 
their work to keep this process moving forward. 
 
Resolutions 51-53-2022 were adopted by the following vote: 

 

Yeas – Butler, Cepeda-Freytiz, Goodman-Hinnershitz, Reed, Tyson, Ventura, Waltman, 
President - 7 
Nays: None 0 
 

COUNCIL COMMENT 
Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz thanked those who provided public comment and Pastor Meyers for 
his invocation and words of wisdom.  She noted the importance of recognizing the 
accomplishments of Reading residents.  She highlighted Mike and Joe’s Barbershop located on 
Schuylkill Avenue and the 50 years of service they have provided to the community.   
 
Councilor Reed suggested issuing a commendation to Mike and Joe’s Barbershop at an 
upcoming meeting. 
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz highlighted the informative Black Inventors Got Game event 
and tour arranged by Santo Marabella, noting the importance of these events to bring people 
into the City. 
 
Councilor Butler agreed and thanked his father, Wynton Scott Butler, for developing the 
concept and his work to organize this event. 
 
Councilor Reed noted the importance of City leaders acting as City ambassadors. 
 
Council President Waltman agreed with the importance of holding interesting events in the City 
and having those in leadership positions acting as ambassadors at the events. 
 
Council President Waltman announced the upcoming meeting schedule.   
 
Councilor Goodman-Hinnershitz moved, seconded by Councilor Cepeda-Freytiz, to adjourn 
the regular meeting of Council. 

      
     Respectfully submitted by Linda A. Kelleher CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
 


