CITY COUNCIL

Evidentiary Hearing

Public Hearing
Zoning Ordinance Amendment
Short Term Rentals
Monday, September 22, 2025
5 pm
Council Chambers & Hybrid

Join from PC, Mac, iPad, or Android:

https://readingpa.zoom.us/j/89092256438 ?pwd=qq2aCQ6 UMRvZR6bWSxPz1IMXCljzaqu.1
Passcode:712996

Join via audio: 1 646 558 8656

Webinar ID: 890 9225 6438

Passcode: 712996

City Council meetings, hearing and other sessions are filmed and can be viewed LIVE while the meeting is taking place
via the attached Zoom link and dial-in phone number, on Facebook and on BCTV MAC Channel 99. Comments posted
in Zoom Chat and on Facebook are not considered public comment and a response may not occur.

Public Comment Instructions:

Citizens desiring to address the Council at its public hearing may do so by providing notice verbally or in
writing by providing their name, address and the subject matter to be discussed to the City Clerk any time
before 5:00 p.m. on the day of the scheduled hearing. Any person who fails to sign in with the City Clerk
shall not be permitted to speak until all those who signed in have done so. Those testifying must limit
their comments to three minutes. Citizens may also choose to submit written public comment via letter or
email by sending a letter or email clearly marked “public comment” by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the
meeting.



All remarks must be directed to Council as a body and not to any individual Council member or public or
elected official in attendance. Any comment that is personally offensive or impertinent will not be read
into the record.

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android device:
Please click this URL to join. https://readingpa.zoom.us/j/84748045698?pwd=ARJXUaKBACeCU9COkBAVVruWMFfRbg.1
Passcode: 295394
Or join by phone:
Dial: 1301 715 8592
Webinar ID: 847 4804 5698
Passcode: 295394

I. Call to Order & Purpose

The purpose of this hearing is obtain public comment on the proposed amendments to the
Zoning Ordinance.

II. Presentation from Planning Staff (No more than 15 minutes)
III.  Council’s Questions and Comments

IV.  Public Comment (No More than 3 minutes per speaker)
See Public Comment instructions on page 1

V. Comments from City Staff (no more than 5 minutes)
VI. Announcement of expected date of decision

City Council will render a decision by adopting the ordinance at either the October 13t or
27" Regular Meeting of Council.
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Drafted by : Planning Commission
Sponsored by/Referred by: =~ Planning Commission

Introduced on: Sept 22, 2025
Advertised on: Sept 8 and 15, 2025
BILL NO. 2025

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODE OF ORDINANCES,
CHAPTER 600 ZONING TO ADD SHORT TERM RENTALS TO THE APPROPRIATE
SECTIONS AND DEFINITIONS

THE CITY OF READING CITY COUNCIL HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Amending the City of Reading Code of Ordinances, Chapter 600 Zoning to
add Short Term Rentals to the appropriate sections and definitions, as attached in Exhibit A.

SECTION 2. All relevant ordinances, regulations and policies of the City of Reading not
amended by the attached shall remain in effect.

SECTION 3. If any section, subsection, sentence or clause of this Ordinance is held, for

any reason, to be invalid, such a decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
the Ordinance.

SECTION 4. This ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after approval in
accordance with Section 221 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter.

Enacted by Council , 2025

President of Council

Attest:
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City Clerk

Submitted to Mayor:
Date:

Received by the Mayor’s Office:

Date:

Approved by Mayor:
Date:

Vetoed by Mayor:
Date:
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EXHIBIT A

City of Reading Zoning Ordinance (Chapter 600)
Draft Zoning Amendment: Short-Term Rentals

CHAPTER 600: Zoning

Part 8: Districts

Short-Term Rentals shall be permitted by special exception as an accessory use for residential occupancy
within the following zoning districts:

§600-804(B)(4)(0) R-3 Zoning District as per provisions specified within §600-1108

Short-Term Rentals shall be permitted by right as an accessory use for residential occupancy within the
following zoning districts:

§600-807(B)(2)(j) C-C Zoning District as per provisions specified within §600-1108

§600-808(B)(2)(h) C-R Zoning District as per provisions specified within §600-1108

§600-809(B)(2)(e) C-N Zoning District as per provisions specified within §600-1108

§600-810(B)(2)(k) C-H Zoning District as per provisions specified within §600-1108

Part 11: Additional Requirements for Specific Uses or Zoning Districts

§600-1108:

Short-Term Rentals

(A) A short-term rental unit shall be permitted by right as an accessory use for residential
occupancy within the C-C, C-R, C-N or C-H Zoning Districts and by special exception within the
R-3 Zoning District. The following base requirements shall apply to all short-term rentals:

(1)

A short-term rental unit may be permitted within the R-3 Zoning District, provided that
that it is contained within a conforming one-family detached dwelling, a one-family semi-
detached dwelling and/or one-family attached dwelling (townhouse), which shall be
located at least 1,000 feet from another permitted short-term rental unit.

A short-term rental unit may be permitted within the C-C, C-R, C-N or C-H Zoning
Districts, provided that it is contained within a conforming one-family detached dwelling,
one-family semi-detached dwelling and/or one-family attached dwelling (townhouse),
which shall be located at least 500 feet from another permitted short-term rental unit.
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(B)

A short-term rental unit may be permitted within the R-3, C-C, C-R, C-N or C-H Zoning
Districts, provided that it is contained within one (1) conforming residential apartment unit
that is part of a group containing nine (9) or fewer residential apartment units.

Short-term rental unit(s) may be permitted within the R-3, C-C, C-R, C-N or C-H Zoning
Districts, provided that it is contained within a conforming residential apartment unit that
is part of a group of ten (10) or more residential apartment units and provided that no
more than twenty (20%) percent of the total number of residential apartment units are
designated as short-term rental units.

The following general provisions shall apply to short-term rental units:

(1)

(2)

(6)

The record owner or designated manager, agent or management group shall reside or
occupy an office within thirty (30) miles of short-term rental unit.

At least one (1) person over twenty-five (25) years of age shall be designated as the
principal person or tenant of the short-term rental who shall endorse all relevant
agreements and shall assume the responsibilities for the use and occupancy of the short-
term rental.

Overnight guests at a short-term rental shall be limited to two (2) persons per bedroom.
Unless otherwise specified by other code requirements, no more than twelve (12)
overnight guests shall be permitted in a short-term rental.

The maximum number of day guests allowed at anytime on the property occupied by the
short-term rental, in addition to the permitted overnight occupants, shall be fifty (50%)
percent for the maximum overnight occupancy in the short-term rental.

At least one (1) off-street parking space shall be provided to accommodate overnight and
day guests on the short-term rental property. In lieu of the required off-street parking
spaces, the use of public parking facilities within seven hundred (700 feet may be
considered provided that the parking spaces are available to the short-term rental unit.

The short-term rental occupants and/or guests shall not engage in disorderly conduct or
disturb the peace and quiet of any nearby neighborhood or person by loud, unusual or
excessive noise, by tumultuous or offensive conduct, public indecency, threatening,
traducing, quarreling, challenging to fight, or fighting, or creating a dangerous or
physically offensive condition.

The record owner or designated manager, agent or management group shall be
responsible to assure that the occupants or guests of the short-term rental do not create
unreasonable noise or disturbances, engage in disorderly conduct, or otherwise violate
provisions of the City of Reading Code.

Overnight occupancy of recreational vehicles, camper trailers and tents at the property
where the short-term rental is located shall be prohibited. Outdoor overnight sleeping of
occupants or guests of the short-term rental is prohibited.
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(9) A Short-Term Rental shall not have any outside appearance indicating a change of use
from the surrounding residential uses. A key box may be a permitted option.

(10) Sub-leasing or renting space or a portion of the short-term rental property to other
persons shall be prohibited.

(11) A short-term rental unit or property shall not be utilized and/or occupied as a residential
apartment, bed and breakfast establishment, boarding house, rooming house, multi-
family dwelling, shelter, social quarters and/or care facility.

(12) Alist of house rules and regulations shall be maintained at the short-term rental unit.

(C) The Zoning Permit shall include: the supplemental use and occupancy agreement; property
maintenance specifications; nuisance provisions; and other documentation required by the
Zoning Office. The general enforcement actions shall be endorsed by the record owner of the
short-term rental property.

Part 22: Definitions

§600-2202:  The following definitions shall be added to the Zoning Ordinance:

BEDROOM - Any room or space that is at least seventy (70) square feet in size that is designated
or utilized for sleeping purposes in accordance with the City of Reading Code.

CODE OFFICIAL - The municipal official who is charged with the administration and enforcement
of this Code, or any duly authorized representative designated by the City of Reading

DAY GUEST - A visitor to the short-term rental property who is neither an overnight guest, person
in charge, or owner of the property on which the short-term rental is located

OVERNIGHT GUEST - Any individual lodging overnight at a short-term rental for a period of thirty
(30) consecutive days or less

SHORT-TERM RENTAL - Any conforming residential dwelling unit that is permitted and utilized as
a single-family dwelling or one-family residential dwelling, which is rented for the purpose of
overnight lodging for a maximum period of time that does not exceed thirty (30) consecutive days.

Section Two: If any section, subsection, sentence or clause of this ordnance is held, for any reason, to be
invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the ordinance.

Section Three: This Ordinance shall become effective ten (10) days after its adoption in accordance with
219 and 221 of the Home Rule Charter of the City of Reading.

Enacted , 2025
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Attest:

City Clerk

Sent to Mayor
Signed by Mayor:

Date:
Date:

Vetoed by Mayor:
Over-ridden by Council:

Date:
Date:

President of Council
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